
438 
 

PARIS, TENNESSEE                            CITY COMMISSION                           May 5, 2022 
 

 

 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES  

CITY OF PARIS, TENNESSEE 

May 5, 2022 

5:00 P.M. 

 

Public Hearing 

 

1) Rezoning Request for Property at the corner of East Wood Street and Hillcrest Drive 
 

Discussion: The first comment was from citizen Jan Hiddle who lives at 39 Hillcrest Drive. She questioned 

concerns regarding the driveway and adjoining property owners’ property value. She also stated that 

she would like to see screening around property. 

Response: Jennifer Morris, Community Development Director, stated that a site plan has not 

been proposed yet. Kim Foster, City Manager, stated that East Wood Street is a state route and 

TDOT will be responsible for the drive onto that street. Fred McLean, City Attorney stated that 

normally in a situation like this that the ingress and egress would be on East Wood Street. Ms. 

Foster stated that the site plan will be reviewed by a third-party engineer once submitted for 

drainage and grading issues.  

Discussion: The second comment was from citizen Phil Wichlan who lives at 1108 Grove Street and Joe 

Mahan. They spoke on behalf of Holy Cross Catholic Church and the Pre-K school that is held five (5) 

days a week. Their concern was safety issues related to traffic, the sale of alcohol near the church, and 

if any developments were prohibited near the church.  

Response: Kim Foster, City Manager, stated that guidance for traffic flow was nearly impossible 

at this point because a site plan has not been submitted for this property. She also stated that 

once a site plan is submitted, it can be revised or changed before approval. Fred McLean, City 

Attorney, stated that B-1 Commercial is one of the broadest zones for development. Fred 

McLean, City Attorney stated that a liquor store must be 250 feet from the nearest property line 

and beer must be 150 feet from the nearest property line.  

Discussion: The third comment was from citizen Jennifer Culpepper who lives at 42 Hillcrest Drive. Her 

concern was a safety hazard due to an increase in traffic on Hillcrest Drive. 

 

2) Ordinance to Amend 2-217 in the Paris Municipal Code – Temporary Beer Permits 
 

Discussion: No comments from citizens. The Public Hearing was duly closed. 

 

Board of Commissioners of the City of Paris, Tennessee held a Regular Meeting at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 5, 

2022, in the Paris City Hall Courtroom. 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Carlton Gerrell with the following roll call: 

Present:   Mayor Carlton Gerrell  

Vice Mayor Jackie Jones 

   Commissioner John Etheridge 

Commissioner Gayle Griffith 

Commissioner Sam Tharpe 

       

Also Present:   City Attorney Fred McLean 

   City Manager Kim Foster 

   Community Development Director Jennifer Morris 

   Administrative Assistant Jessica Crouch 

   Finance Director Traci Shannon 

     Building Inspector / Codes Lowell Schrader 

           

Absent:  None 

 
JACKIE JONES, VICE MAYOR 

GAYLE GRIFFITH, COMMISSIONER 
SAM THARPE, COMMISSIONER 

JOHN ETHERIDGE, COMMISSIONER 

CARLTON GERRELL, MAYOR 

KIM FOSTER, CITY MANAGER 

FRED MCLEAN, ATTORNEY 
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Media:   Ken Walker, Paris Post Intelligencer 

   Shannon McFarlin, WENK/WTPR 

 

Commissioner Sam Tharpe led the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a prayer led by Mayor 

Carlton Gerrell. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Regular Meeting – April 14, 2022 

       

 DISCUSSION: None 

 

ACTION: Commissioner John Etheridge made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Jackie Jones to 

approve the minutes as presented.  

 

 VOTE: Unanimous 

 

COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:  

 

First comment was from citizen Steve Nelson who lives at 206 Ellis Drive. Mr. Nelson brought forth his third 

complaint regarding 204 Fairgrounds Road. Mr. Nelson has voiced his concern at the previous City Commission 

meetings held on July 1, 2021, and August 12, 2021. He requested “tangible” work be done by the City of Paris. 

Lowell Schrader, Building Inspector, is taking the proper legal measures of this matter. Mr. Nelson was yet again 

persistent in answers regarding this situation. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE COMMISSION: None 

 

SERVICE RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS: None 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM NO.1 

Rezoning Request for Property at the corner of East Wood Street and Hillcrest Drive (Second Reading) 

 

DISCUSSION: The Planning Commission reviewed the request to rezone this property at the March 2022 

meeting and approved to rezone this property from R-1 to B-1. No further discussion regarding this 

ordinance for the rezoning request for property at the corner of East Wood Street and Hillcrest Drive.  

 

It should be noted that attached below is a letter presented by Jan Hiddle of all property owners on 

Hillcrest Drive who oppose a zoning change from Residential to Commercial at the corner of East Wood 

Street and Hillcrest Drive.  

 

ACTION: Commissioner Sam Tharpe made a motion, seconded by Commissioner John Etheridge to 

approve the rezoning request for property at the corner of East Wood Street and Hillcrest Drive on first 

reading.  

 

VOTE:  Unanimous 

 

 

 



440 
 

 

 

 

 



441 
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OLD BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM NO.2 

Ordinance to Amend 2-217 in the Paris Municipal Code – Temporary Beer Permits (Second Reading) 

 

DISCUSSION:  Kim Foster, City Manager stated that this ordinance reflects the removal of the limit of two 

temporary beer permits per year and to expand the definition of a non-profit to better define who is a 

qualified applicant. 

 

ACTION: Commissioner Sam Tharpe made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Jackie Jones to approve 

the ordinance to amend 2-217 in the Paris Municipal Code – Temporary Beer Permits.  

 

VOTE:  Unanimous 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM NO.1 

Financial Update 
 

Narrative to March 2022 Operating Statement 

 

Our retail sales tax revenue was up an incredible 19.41% in the month of February compared to last February. 

Fiscal year-to-date we have an increase of 9.12%. 

 

General Fund revenues were above expenditures for the month of March and also for fiscal year-to-date. A 

few larger expenses included repair of the track hoe, material for street repairs, and replacement of A/C units 

at Civic Center/KPAC.  

 

Other Business: 

 

New Employees (4): Two part-time (Parks), Two part-time (Civic Center) 

Terminations (1): One full-time (Patrolman) 

Retirement (1): One full-time (Patrolman) 

 

We issued sixteen business licenses in March:  

 

New Business (10): A & M Detailing, The Slip Joint Exchange, Sperber Logging, Under Pressure Pressure 

Washing, Kingview Wealth Mgmt, Hart Construction, Ivy Lee Boutique, Bits, Bridles and Brambles, First 

Metropolitan Financial Services, Epic Events & Entertainment  

 

Add’l Location (5): Walmart Remodel, Vogel Plumbing, RDR Flooring Services, Singleton Remodel, 

Advance Signs, Ottway Signs LLC 

 

Booth Rental (1): Nails by Jamielh 
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MONTHLY OPERATING STATEMENT 

March 2022 

 
 

REVENUES Annual Budget Current Month Yr to Date Percent Realized

Property Taxes 1,702,000 106,864 1,615,679 94.93%

Local Option Sales Tax 5,135,950 414,890 4,354,490 84.78%

Wholesale Liquor / Beer 800,000 61,151 686,103 85.76%

Business Tax 375,000 22,193 84,890 22.64%

Fees & Licenses 163,500 6,510 129,952 79.48%

In Lieu Payments 880,250 63,184 639,716 72.67%

Grants 2,231,600 21,205 166,022 7.44%

State Shared taxes 1,529,500 201,250 1,329,992 86.96%

All Other 1,699,850 194,738 1,387,082 81.60%

     Federal ARPA Grant 0 1,491,875 1,491,875 #DIV/0!

Total General Fund Revenue 14,517,650 2,583,860 11,885,802 81.87%

Solid Waste Collection - BPU 1,225,000 104,880 837,591 68.37%

Solid Waste Disposal - Transfer 350,000 38,305 327,397 93.54%

Other Revenue 400 3 30,442 7610.57%

Total Sanitation 1,575,400 143,188 1,195,430 75.88%

Gate Receipts - Brush & Debris 130,000 9,721 115,054 88.50%

County Share Operating Exp 35,000 0 8,280 23.66%

Gate Receipts - Tires 5,000 682 6,452 129.03%

Other Revenue 30,500 230 56,883 186.50%

Total Landfill 200,500 10,633 186,668 93.10%

Total Drug Fund 60,050 4,491 26,181 43.60%

TOTAL REVENUES 16,353,600 2,742,171 13,294,081 81.29%  
 

 



446 
 

EXPENDITURES Annual Budget Current Month Yr to Date Percent Realized

Grants & Donations 261,622 5,392 183,218 70.03%

General Administration 390,037 38,826 317,288 81.35%

Economic Development 159,592 12,620 116,552 73.03%

Elections 0 0 0 #DIV/0!

Financial Administration 323,659 31,702 250,338 77.35%

City Hall Building 99,718 7,994 75,907 76.12%

Police Department 2,187,535 228,924 1,640,864 75.01%

Emergency Communications 722,210 67,798 538,937 74.62%

Fire Department 1,884,160 209,085 1,519,215 80.63%

Building Inspection 112,714 8,020 66,724 59.20%

Street Maintenance 1,821,352 158,419 1,296,893 71.20%

State Street Aid 700,000 898 655,584 93.65%

Storm Water Management 74,270 2,627 27,320 36.78%

Street Lighting 95,800 7,634 83,062 86.70%

City Garage 320,183 30,410 220,753 68.95%

Cemetery Maintenance 66,800 600 40,800 61.08%

Health & Animal Control 177,219 18,204 129,164 72.88%

Civic Center 676,021 59,623 464,338 68.69%

Parks & Recreation 1,082,648 105,842 896,600 82.82%

Library 171,487 28,581 142,906 83.33%

Community Development 2,725,100 21,193 311,732 11.44%

     ARPA-SLFRF 0 375,000 375,000 #DIV/0!

Debt Service 803,295 13,132 226,852 28.24%

General Fund Expenditures 14,855,422 1,432,522 9,580,049 64.49%

Sanitation Collection 1,356,706 85,890 1,003,634 73.98%

Contractual Services 630,000 68,120 521,193 82.73%

Total Sanitation 1,986,706 154,010 1,524,827 76.75%

Total Landfill 201,078 31,823 235,737 117.24%

Total Drug Fund 92,500 1,867 72,814 78.72%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 17,135,706 1,620,222 11,413,428 66.61%  
 

 

REVENUES OVER / (UNDER) EXPENDITURES Current Month Yr to Date

General Fund 1,151,337 2,305,753

Sanitation (10,822) (329,397)

Landfill (21,190) (49,070)

Drug Fund 2,624 (46,633)  
 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 

Appointments to Boards 

 

No appointment to boards. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 

Ordinance to Amend the Fiscal Year 2022 Budget 

 

DISCUSSION: Kim Foster, City Manager stated that with the wishes of the Office of State and Local 

Finance, adjustments to the FY 2022 budget are contained in the ordinance presented for first reading. 

She went on to state that several adjustments relate to the timing of grant related projects. The timing of 

all grants suffered again this year from the effects of COVID and did not move at the pace like hoped. 

Ms. Foster stated that the overall impact of this budget amendment is a significant increase in revenues 

and a significant decrease in expenditures almost entirely due to an ARPE payment of almost $1.5 

million. She went on the say that only $560,000.00 is actually expected to be spent before the end of the 

fiscal year.  
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ACTION: Commissioner John Etheridge made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sam Tharpe to 

approve the ordinance on first reading to amend the fiscal year 2022 budget. 

 

VOTE:  Unanimous 
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NEW BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 

Consideration of Appointment of Jill Coker to the Paris Utility Authority Board of Directors 

 

DISCUSSION:  Terry Wimberley, President & CEO, Paris BPU stated that the process of the consideration of 

appointment to the Paris Utility Authority board consisted of a lengthy list of candidates. That was 

trimmed to four finalists. The four finalists all submitted a resume and responded to a series of questions 

via email. On April 26, the Paris Utility Authority board appointed Jill Coker to the current board 

vacancy. According to the PUA Certificate of Incorporation, PUA appointments are subject to the 

approval of the Paris City commission.  

 

ACTION: Commissioner Sam Tharpe made a motion, seconded by Commissioner John Etheridge to 

approve the consideration of appointment of Jill Coker to the Paris Utility Authority Board of Directors. 

 

VOTE:  Unanimous 
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NEW BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 

Report on Debt Obligation  

 

DISCUSSION:  Terry Wimberley, President & CEO, Paris BPU stated that this item and the next item are 

reports on debt obligation related to wastewater loans that are still currently on city books. Following is a 

report reflecting the debt obligation incurred by the City of Paris in connection with a USDA Rural 

Development bond issue for the benefit of the Paris Utility Authority. This is a closing on $7.5 million of a 

$12 million total bond issue for improvements to their sewer system.  

 

ACTION: Vice Mayor Jackie Jones made a motion “I move that, having reviewed the report regarding 

the debt obligation of the City of Paris issued May 04, 2022, the City Commission approves the report as 

submitted and that notice of this approval be forwarded to the State of TN Office of State and Local 

Finance,” seconded by Commissioner Sam Tharpe to approve the report on debt obligation.  

 

VOTE:  Unanimous 
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NEW BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 

Report on Debt Obligation 

 

DISCUSSION:  Terry Wimberley, President & CEO, Paris BPU stated that this item and the next item are 

reports on debt obligation related to wastewater loans that are still currently on city books. Following is a 

report reflecting the debt obligation incurred by the City of Paris in connection with a USDA Rural 

Development bond issue for the benefit of the Paris Utility Authority. This is an interim closing on $4.414 

anticipation note for improvements to the sewer system.  

 

ACTION: Commissioner John Etheridge made a motion “I move that, having reviewed the report 

regarding the debt obligation of the City of Paris issued May 04, 2022, the City Commission approves the 

report as submitted and that notice of this approval be forwarded to the State of TN Office of State and 

Local Finance,” seconded by Vice Mayor Jackie Jones to approve the report on debt obligation. 

 

VOTE:  Unanimous 
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STATUS OF VARIOUS PROJECTS 

May 2022 

 

 

Ms. Foster discussed the following updates regarding the Status of Various Projects:  

 

• The first update regarding Status of Various Projects was the 2021 Multimodal Access Grant for 

Tyson/M.W. Intersection Upgrades & Sidewalk. The City of Paris received the fully executed contract for 

this grant May 5, 2022.  

 

 

 PRIMARY STAFF TARGET 

COMPLETION 

DATE(S) 

 

HOME Grant Morris/Foster 2023  We have finally received environmental approval on 

the first three houses. Jim Pillow from Milan will be 

doing the inspections, he is working to get them 

scheduled this week. 

 
Back Alley Paris Foster/Morris/ 

Ray (DPA) 

June 2022  Dan Knowles is now working on the large version of 

his mural titled 1822-1922 PEOPLE - PLACES – 

PROGRESS.  He should have it finished by May. 

TA Grant for Sidewalks along 

Wilson & Patriot 

Foster/Morris Fall 2022 All curb and gutter and piping complete on Patriot. 

Sidewalks 80% complete on Patriot. Contractor 

plans to complete sidewalk, backfill and sod on 

Patriot and then progress down Wilson. 

 
2018 STBG Project for 

Signalization & Safety 

Upgrades at 3 Intersections 

Downtown 

Foster/Morris Fall 2022  Meeting regarding signal timing, detection, etc. held 

on Monday, April 18, 2022. TLM and signal 

designer finalizing preliminary plans for submittal to 

TDOT in early May, Early utility coordination 

continues. 

Rison St Bridge Replacement Foster/Morris Summer 2023 Some additional information was requested for the 

Preliminary ROW plans, and it has been sent to 

TDOT. Applications for the SWPPP & GARAP 

permits were submitted 3-29-22. Additional 

information was requested for the GARAP permit. 

  
2020 Multimodal Access Grant 

for 4 Downtown Intersections 

Foster/ Morris Fall 2022  We have now received responses from all agencies. 

Comments and requested corrections on the SDC 

form were received May 2. Those will be addressed 

and returned to TDOT within the week. TLM and 

signal designer are working on adjustments of pole 

and pedestal placement. TLM will revise the budget 

once signal adjustments are complete. Meeting 

regarding signal timing/phasing to be scheduled with 

us once project is out of NEPA phase. Work on 

preliminary plans continues.  

 
2021 Multimodal Access Grant 

for Tyson/M.W. Intersection 

Upgrades & Sidewalk 

Foster/Morris Summer 2024 (if 

awarded) 

TDOT issued a contract at the end of April.  It has 

been executed locally and submitted to TDOT for 

final execution.  

2021 TA Grant for Sidewalk 

Project along Fairgrounds & 

Royal Oak 

Foster Winter of 2024 

(if awarded) 

We submitted our application. Award 

announcements are expected in the summer. 

 

ARPA Funds Foster/Morris/ 

Shannon 

 

December 2026 Our spend plan was submitted to the Federal portal 

at the end of April. Staff has begun to work on 

projects approved by Commission in April. 

TDEC Water Infrastructure 

Improvement (WII) Grant 

Foster/Schrader Spring 2023 TLM has begun defining overall drainage basins for 

city and preparing maps for public input meeting to 

be held May 2 at 5:30. TLM has also met with City 

regarding GIS mapping and coordination. 

 
Downtown Improvement Grant Morris/Crouch/Foster Spring 2024 We have executed contracts on 13 of the 18 projects 

slated to receive grants. There are two 

property/business owners associated with the five 

remaining projects and we are working with them to 

get their contracts executed. One of the first 

contracted projects has already been completed and 

a second project is almost complete. 

 
Municipal Facilities Study Foster Spring 2023 TLM to be consultant on project. They will complete 

an evaluation of existing facilities and recommend 

future improvements and budget estimates. 
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Notes/Updates from the City Manager 

 

• The first update from the City Manager was in regard to the County contribution to the Carl Perkins 

Center. Ms. Foster stated that they provide in numerous ways. One way is a donation from their non-

profit committee and funds that generate from court fees. Their contribution of $11,000.00 to the Carl 

Perkins Center will continue this year. 

• Rob Goad, Director of Paris Henry County Economic Development, will be presenting to the Commission 

on Tuesday, May 24, 2022, at 9:30 a.m. in the City Hall Meeting Room. 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn: Commissioner Sam Tharpe made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Jackie Jones to 

adjourn at 5:46 p.m.  

 

 

_________________________      _________________________ 

Mayor         Finance Director 


